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N the following Dialogue (tho not All, 
pet) the moſt Material Points wherein 
Oy ihe Roman Church differs from the 
* WeoveGR Church of England, are briefly and plainly 
* De S that while by their liitle Tracts 
* and ſhort Catechiſms; daily Printed and {ent abroad, 
ie Romiſh Emiſſaries do /abour to Seduce the weaker 
Sort of Proteſtants, They may be provided with 
Hort and ſatisfattory Anſwers to their moſt uſual 
Fallacies. Their Aſſaults are generally in the dark, 
and becauſe it is impoſſible always to ſtand by thoſe 
Particular Perſons whom they labour to draw-in, it 
is thought fit to pabliſh this little Manual, to enable 
220 . are attacked readily to defend themſelves . 
To which end the Holy Scripture is here recom- 
2 mended, as the beſt Touchſtone to juſtify our Doc 
trines, and diſcover their Corruptions; and the more 
their Guilt makes them fly from it, the more our 
$Sincerity ſpall make us cleave to it. For this is in 
every Proteſtant's Hand; and there are ſo many, and 
Yo plain Places of it, which condemn the Opinions 
and Practices the Roman Church, that it re- 
ng no great Skill nor Art to diſcern bow different 
they are from God's Word; and all the Learning 
and Artifice of their greateſt Doctors will not be 
able to Lide it from a plain and ey Enquirer, 
2 A 2 that 


| to he READER. ö 
that will take hut the Pains to read this Divine, 
Unalterable, Univerſally received, and 2 5 8 
Book of God. I know they pretend (eſpecially tu 
the Unlearned) that all Antiquity is clearly fon 4 
them; but it is beſt for thoſe who are not read in 
Ancient Authors, to leave that Province to the 
Clergy of the Church of England, who have hither. 
to always worſted them at that Weapon alſo. And 
ſince we can prove both by Scripture and Antiquity, 
that all their additional Articles of Faith are Falſe * 
and Erroneous; and yet they do acknowledge al 
thoſe Articles of Faith which we hold as neceſſary} 
to Salvation, to be True: Doubtleſs, ours muſt be 
the ſafer Religion, in which both Sides do agree. 
Again, the plain Words of Holy Scripture prove - 
our Religion; but all thoſe Points wherein th 
differ from us, cannot be proved but by pretended 
Traditions, ſome of which are expreſly contrary to 
God's Written Word. The Scripture was not 
made by us, but by the GOD of Truth; and it; ; 
ts owned, not by us alone, but by them, and al 
Chriſtians, to be the Word and Will of God, and 
this is clearly on our Side : But thoſe Traditions 
which they fly to for their Evidence, are of their R 
own Making, and in their own Keeping; no other : 


Chriſtians do allow them, and we have nothing but IK 
their own Word in their own Cauſe, to prove then 5 
to be genuine: Which being the Caſe, I hope none 

will ever be perſuaded to leave a certain, plain, and : 


evident Religion of God's own preſcribing, for an 
Uncertain, obſcure, and ill. proved Religion, which | 
75 no more but a meer Human Invention, as ihe eh. 5 
ſuing Pages will more Jully declare. 7 5 A 
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DIAL O G UE 


Between a | 
a POPISH PRIEST, 

5 AN D A is . 
ROTESTANT: 
x - OF THE | Ie 
Church of England. 


Popiſh Prieſt, 
HA Religion are you of ? 
0G I Provefums. Of the ſame that Chriſt 
e and his Apoſttes taught, which is pro- 
bu. NEDL. JN felled by the Church of Englana, 
D whereof I am a Member. | 
— Pop. How ao you know that the 
Religion you profeſs is the ſame that was taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles? | | 
Prot. By the Scriptures which they left behind them. 
„ Pop. How can you tell whether they writ aud 
8 left that Book behind them or na? | : 
= £ oo + Prot, 
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Prot. The Book is worthy of ſuch Authors, and al! 
Chriſtians, (though they differ in other Things) agree 
in this, nor dare you deny it. | '8 
Pop. We do not deny it, only we ſay, you ought to | 


confeſs you received this Book from the Roman 
Church, and miiſt tearn the meaning of it from her. 


Prot. This Book hath been preſerved in all Chriſe 
tian Churches; but we received it from thoſe good 
Proteſtants who tranſlated it into Engliſh; whereas 

our Prieſts (as Jam informed) kept it in Latin, and 
withheld it from ſuch plain Men as my ſelf, while 
they had Power here. | 2 

Pop. T hongh they did ſo, it was only for fear yors 
ſouls wreſt the Scripture to your own Deſtruction, 
2 Pet. iii. 16. As alſo in all his epiſtles, ſpeaking in 
them of theſe things; in which are ſome things hard 
to be underſtood, which they that are unlearned and 
unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, 
unto their own deſtruction. 5 

Prot. That Danger is only in ſome Places hard to 
be underſtood, and which I may ſafely be ignorant of: 
But in all Things neceſſary to Salvatian, it is ſo plain, 
as to give Underſtanding to the Simple, Yſal. cxix. 130. 
The entrance of thy words giveth light: it giveth 
underſtanding unto the ſimple. Wherefore I rather 
think they concealed it all from us, to keep us from 
ſeeing their Errors; becauſe the more I read it, the 
leſs I like your Religion. VV 

Pop. Js it not @ ſtrauge Preſumption in you (that | 
are but a Layman) to read that which you cannot | 
rightly underſtand? _ | | „ 

Prot. It is no Preſumption to obey the Command 
of Chriſt, who bids us Search the Scriptures, John v. 
39. and declaring rhe not knowing them to be the 
Cauſe of Error, Matt. xxii. 29. Feſus ſaid, Ne do err, 


ub knowing the ſcriptures, nor rhe power of God. 
and the Bereans are commended. for examining the 


Apoſtles 
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XZ Apoſtles Doctrine by Scripture, Acts xvii. 11. They 
received the word with all readineſs of mind, aud 
= ſearched the ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe things 
"were ſo, Now ſurely, if we have Commands and 
Examples of Reading the Scripture, it muſt be ſup- 
poſed we can in ſome meaſure underſtand it. 


Romiſh Prieſt, Anfwer'd. = 


Pop. Well, you read that Chriſt will be with his 
Church to the end of the World, Matth. xxvili. 20. 


And lo, Fam with you alway, even unto the end 


of the world: and therefore you ought to believe the 


Catholic Church can only give you the true ſenſe of 
* SCYIprure, WY 


Pyor. I do believe rhis, and am a Member of this 


7 Catholic Church, being rightly baptized into it, and 
holding the fame Creeds which were anciently and 


univerſally believed in it; ſo that I am as likely to 


come to know the true Senſe of Scripture, as any o- 
= thers. Sn SY, 


Pop. Not fo, by your Favour, for | you are m 
Member of the Reman Church, which I will prove 
zo be that Catholic Church mentioned in the Creeas ; 


aud then it muſt follow that you neither have the 


true Senſe of Scripture, nor can you be ſaved out of 
this Catholic Church. | 


Prot. I ſhall yield your Conſequences when you 
prove the Antecedent ; but then you muſt not take it 


for granted without any Proof, as your Prieſts uſe to 


do. 

Pop. I do not think it needs much Proof, for its is 

as viſible as that the Scriptnre ts in Print. | 
Prot. That cannot be, for no body doth or can 

deny this; but the far greater part of Chriſtians utterly 


deny the Roman Church to be the Catholic Church, 


yea, and ſay, it is Nonſenſe to affirm a part to be the 
whole, or a particular to be univerſal: And it muſt. 
be well proved from Scripture (which all Chriſtians . 


agree to be God's Word) before I can be perſuaded that 
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damned for not believing this Opinion, as you moſt 
uncharitably affirm. \ 
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80 prove, that St. Peter was the Chief of the Apo- 
ſtles; and that Chriſt gave him the Keys of the 
Kingaom of Heaven, and built his Church on him 
as on à Rock; and that the Biſhop of Rome is St. 
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. Church which is mentioned in the Creed,. 

i Prot. I hope you will give me leave to hear and 
[ examine your Proofs; and on that Condition pray 
| proceed, | 

| Pop. Do not the Scriptures, naming St. Peter in 


5 the firſt place, ſheww he was the Chief of the Apoſtles. 
f Prot. This ſhews he was an Eminent Apoſtle, but 
cannot imply any Superiority over the reſt, becauſe 
Chriſt a . them all equal Judges ſitting together 
[| upon twelve Thrones, Marth. xix. 28. and forbids 
[ any of them to pretend any Superiority over the o- 
thers; and 1 there was one Emperor then over 


not be ſo among his Apoſtles, Matth. xx. 26. Luke 
xxii. 26. Nor would Sr. Zames have finally deter- 
mined in the Council of Jerusſalem in St. Peter's Pre- 
ſence, Acts xv. 13. And after that they had held their 
peace, James auſwerea, ſaying, Men and Brethren, 
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and reproved him, if Chriſt had made him Superior 
over all the Apoſtles, Gal. ii. 11, 14. 1 wirthſiooa him 
'Y ro the face, becauſe he was ro be blained. But 
= when I ſaw that they walked not uprightly, accora- 
Ang 70 the truth of the goſpel, IT ſaid unto Peter be- 
ire them all, If thou being à Few, liveſt after the 
+> | | manner 
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Chriſt (who died for his whole Church) will ſuffer YH 
three parts of four of thoſe which he redeemed, to be 


Pop. Well, for your Satisfaction T will undertake. 


Peter's Succeſſor, and Head of that Church which © 
Chriſt promiſed to lead into all Truth; and then you Þ 
muſt confeſs the Roman Church to be that Catholic © 


many leſſer and inferior Princes, Chriſt ſaith, I. hal! 


- 


hearken unto me: or St. Paul have ſo openly oppoſed * 


Romiſn Prieſt, Anſever d. 9 
er manner of Gentiles, and not as do the eus, Why 
be compelleſt thou the Geutiles, to live as ao the Fews? 
ſt Pop. Do you not read, that Chriſt gave to him 
= frft and ſingly the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
% and promiſed to build his Church on him, as on 4 
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_ Rock, ſo firm, that the Gates of Hell ſhould never 
e Prevail againſt it? Matth. xvi. 18, 19. And I ſay 


unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock [ 
will build my church: and the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatſoever thou 
ſhalt bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven: and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in 
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d hea ven. | 
' Prot. I read, that Chriſt in that place of Matth. xvi. 
109. did not give, but only promiſe to give him thoſe 
2 Keys afterwards; which promiſe he made alſo to all 
the Apoſtles, Matth. xviii. 18. Verily T ſay unto yon, 
t Whatſoever ye ſpall bind on earth, ſpail be bound 
zn heaven: and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, 
r & ſaall be looſed in heaven: and when he came to per- 
s form it, he gave the power of the Keys to them all 
- = alike, John xx. 22, 23. And when he had ſaid this, 
Hie breathed on them, aud ſaith unto them, Receive 
ye the holy Ghoſt. Whoſeſoever ſins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them; and whoſeſoever ſins ye 


'Z retain, they are retained, And it was upon St. Peter's 
Confeſſion of Faith that Chriſt built his Church, not 
' XZ upon his Perſon, fince we ſee the Gates of Hell im- 
= mediately prevailed againſt him, firſt in his labouring 
co tempt Chriſt not to ſuffer, Marth. xvi. 22. Then 
VpPeter took him, aud began to rebuke him, faying, 
Se it far from thee, Lora: this ſnail not be unto 

tee. And ſecondly, in his denying him with many 

XZ Imprecations, Matth. «xvi. 74. Then began hero curſe 

aud to ſwear, ſaying, I know nor the man. But J 


. rr 


. oe 22 * | 


AR EAN - > 
Ef" Y TERS 


OG .. W 44 
erer 


. o 
EAA ot 


To The Plauſible Areuments of a 


1 ſhould grant all the Privileges you heap on St. Pe- 


zer, without any good evidence from God's Word, 
that will not prove the Pope's ſole right to them all. 
Pop. Yes, without doubt: for the Biſhop of Rome 


is certainly the Succeſſor of St. Peter, and conſe- © 


quently the Vicar of Chriſt, and ſupream Head of 


the Catholic Church. 5 | Ws 
Prot. The Biſhop of Antioch hath a better Title 


to be St. Peter's Succeſſor, becauſe the Scripture 
(which never mentions his being at Rome) ſays ex- 

reſly, he was here; but if the Biſhop of Rome had 
1 St. Peter's Succeſſor, that could not make him 
Head of the whole Catholic Church, becauſe St. Peter 
himſelf never pretended to any ſuch Power or Title; 
yea, he was peculiarly the Apoſtle of the believing 
Zewws, who had been circumciſed, as St. Paul ſays, 
Gal. ii. 7. The goſpel of the uncircumciſion was com- 


mitted unto me, as the goſpel of the circumciſion was 
unte Peter; and to them St. Peter writes: Nor doth. 


Chriſt any where tell us, he would leave one ſuch 
Head on Earth, or give any Orders to all Chriſtians to 
— . 3, 

Pop. But we do believe the Biſhop of Rome to be 
Ft. Peter's Succeſſor, and if ſo, how can our Lord make 


good his Promiſe ro be with his Church to the End of 


the World, if he do not make St. Peter's Succeſſor as 
infallible as St. Peter himſelf was by his Preſence 
aua Afiſtan ce: Ww, an 

Prot. If we grant an inſpired Apoſtle to have been 
infallible in order to ſettling the Faith, and writing the 
Rule of it, it doth not follow that his uninſpired Suc- 
ceſſors ſhould have this Privilege, now the Faith and 
Rule of it are fixed. For then the Biſhops of Hu- 


rioch, Fernſalem, and Alexandria muſt be infallible 


now : And Chriſt's Promiſe is not made to St. Perer, 


or to any particular Apofile, but to the whole Catholic 


Romiſſi Prieſt, Anſwer d. IF 
Church; fo that as long as the true Faith is held in 
any one or more Churches, Chriſt's Promiſe is made 


4Y good, though other particular Churches fall away. 
* Pop. But the Catholic Church in the Creed is an 


Apoſiolical Church, and it was promiſed ro the Apo- 
= ſtles, that he would lead them into all Truth, John 
A xvi. 13. he will guide you into all truth; «v/:ch Privi- 
lege belongs ro Rome, as being now rhe only free 
*Z Apoſtolical Church in the Worlg. 
3 Prot. All Churches in the World at firſt were plant- 
ed immediately, or mediately, by the Apoſtles; and 
Chriſt did certainly make this Promiſe good to his 
2% Apoſtles, who were led into all Truth; and fo long as 
any particular Church keeps cloſe to this 'Truth which 
the Apoſtles taught, the Promiſe is ill made good to 
that Church; and there were many particular Apoſto- 
*Z lical Churches under Pagan Emperors, and may be 
now under the Turks; it being not temporal Freedom, 
but adhering to the Apoſtles Doctrine, which makes a 
particular Church Apoſtolical, and made the whole 
Catholic Church to be called ſo at firſt, when the Creed 


wWoas made. | 


= for the People to come to this Kuowleage by believing 
E as the Church believes. 
Prot. It is neither ſo eaſy, nor ſo certain a way, as 
to ſearch the Scriptures, _ 
Pop. This is a ſtrange Mertion! Is it nor eaſier to 
let your Paſtors (who are fitted for is by their Pro- 
7 feſſion) judge of Matters of Faith, than for you to 
take pains to find them out in Scriprure ? 
Pot. My Aſſertion is not ſo ftrange as true: For it 
is much more difficult for ſuch a Man as I am, to know 
what thefe Paſtors have judged about theſe matters, 
than to know what the Scripture ſaith of them. 
VVV „ Tn | Pop. 


12 The Plaus ſible Arguments of & 


Pop. Have not Councils fer this down ; and is not 
the Pope always ready to declare the Church's true 
Senſe? 155 125 9 

Prot. But how can I know which are lawful Coun- 
cils, or what they have determined? Or if I did know 
the Words, and doubted of the Senſe, it would be very 


hard for me to get the Pope to tell me in Words or 


Writing what it was; and if the Pope did this, he 


cannot ſpeak or write plainer than God hath done in 


Holy — 20A and therefore (I am told) there is as 
much Difference among you about the Senſe of Coun- 
cils and Popes, as there is among us about the Senſe 
of Scripture. ” 5 Do 
Pop. Well, but your own Catholic Biſhop or Prieſt, 
can tell you the true meaning of both Councils and 
Popes in all theſe matters. 8 
Prot. So can our Proteſtant Biſhops and Prieſts tell 
us the true meaning of Scripture: But if you be forced 
to reſort at laſt to particular fallible Men for the cer- 
tainty of your Faith; why do you hoaſt of a better way 
to be infallibly aſſured of the Truth, than Proteſtants 
can ever ha ve, and upon that falſe ground, urge Men to 
come over to your Church? 
Pop. Becauſe we rely upon that Oral Tradition, 


arhich hath been deliver down through all Ages in 


the Roman Church, and can never fail, ſo long as 
eve have living Witneſſes to declare it; and is not 


this certainer than a dead written Rule, that may 
be interpreted as every Man pleaſes ? 


Prot. No ſure, for all Men put things of greateſt 


concern in Writing; and do not truſt things for Poſte- 


rity, to be told by Word of Mouth. A written Rule 
ſays always the ſame Words, and can have no Ends 


upon us; but your living Witneſſes, by Forgetfulneſ, 


or to ſerve their Pride and Covetouſneſs, may deli ver 


Tradition variouſly: And you have no Evidence, that 
thoſe things are A poſtolical Tradition, which your 


Church 


Romiſh Prieſt, Anſwer'd. 13 
Church fays are ſo; but efther ancient Writings, which 
are of far leſs credit than Scripture, (and then alſo you 
muſt ſuppoſe thoſe ancient Writings to be more evident 
than your Traditions, becauſe you prove theſe by 
them) or elſe you muſt truſt to fallible Men, whoſe In- 
tereſt it may be, and is, todeceive you; and thus your 
preſent living Witneſſes bear ſole Teſtimony to them- 
ſelves, which is very ſuſpicious at the beſt: So that 
your way is neither certainer nor eaſier than ours. 

Pop. I know not whar your way is, unleſs you 
make every private Man to be juage of Scripture; 
when that declares, The people muſt enquire the law 
from the prieſt's mouth, Mal. ii. 7. Ang commands 
21s to obey them that have the rule over us, Heb. xiii. 17. 
aſfirming, that no Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation, 2 Pet. i. 20. 

Prot. Our way is to read diligently, and pray hear- 
tily to be directed; and if we doubt, then to go to our 
Proteſtant Biſhops and Prieſts, (for they, and not your 
Clergy, have the rule over us) and they are as able, as 
willing, and of as great Integrity, as any among you, 
to give us Satisfaction. And though we do not pre- 
tend, that every private Man may interpret difficult 
Places, without the Advice of his Paſtor; yet you are 
miſtaken in your Interpretation of that Place of 
St. Peter, 2 Pet. i. 20. T hat no prophecy of the ſcri-- 
ture is of any private interpretation. Where the 
Apoſtle is proving the Scripture is a ſure Rule, becauſe 
it was not written or firſt interpreted by any private 
Man's Will or Fancy, but the Authors ſpake by the 
Holy Ghoft, and according to the Will of God-: which 
is nothing to your purpoſe. | 
Pop. However it ſeems you are forced to rely on 
= rheſe Prieſts of yours for the true meaning of Scrip- 
ture, and the final certainty of your Faith, and yet 


* 


call this a laviſh T hivg in Catholics, 


Prot. 


is The Plauſible Arguments of a 

Prot. Our Prieſts do not barely tell us, this or that 
is the Senſe of Scripture, and then forbid us all further 
Enquiry, which would really be an enſlaving of their 
People; but they compare one Scripture with another, 
and give us ſound and ſolid Reaſon for all their Ex- 


oſitions, deſiring us no further to believe them, than 


the Clearneſs of their Evidence deſerves; and this allows 
us the Freedom of rational Beings. . 

Pop. But is it not contrary to Scripture and Rea- 
fon both, that the People ſhould judge of their Paſtor's 
Proofs ana Declarations? | 

Prot. It is not contrary to Scripture; for there all 


Chriſtians are expreſly - commanded, To prove all 


things, aud hold faſt that which is good, 1 Thefl. v. 
21. and tro try the ſpirits, 1 John iv. 1. St. Paul 
bids the Coriuthiaus, uage what he ſaid, 1 Cor. x. 15. 
And likes thoſe who tried his Declarations by the 


Scripture, Acts xvii. 11. And ſearched the Scriptures . 


daily. So that no doubt, God will expect Men ſhall 


have ſomething more to ſay for that Faith on which 


they truſt their Souls than that their Prieſt barely af- 


firmed that it was true. 

Pop. 1s not the Prieſt Fudge of the People, and 
can it be reaſonable then that they ſhould be his 
Fe Deut. xvii. 9. Go unto the judge that ſhall 


in thoſe days, and enquire. 


Prot. We do not pretend to judge our Prieſts, but 


only to u'e our Reaſon, (which God gave us not in 
vain) in judging meerly for our ſelves; becauſe we 
read, that every Man ſhall bear his own Burden, and 


therefore every Man muſt prove his own Work, GaZ. 


vi. 4, 5. But let every man prove his own work, ang 
then ſhall he have rejoicing in himſelf alone, aud 
208 in another. For every man ſhall bear his own 
burden. And this gives us not any Power over either 
our Prieſts or Fellow. Chriſtians; *tis no judgment of 
Direction for others, but only a judgment of Diſcre- 


tion, 
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| idolatry ſo grievouſly condemned there, 


Romiſh Prieſt, Anſwer'd. 15 
tion, which to ſtrip us of, is to degrade us into the 
Rank of Brutes. 


Pop. Well, though you ſeem fond of your own way, 
wet even the good Effects of our Method, may convince 


any impartial Man 1t is better; for do you not ſee 


= pow quiet and unanimous we are, by our Peoples 


iutire retiance on their Paſtors. 7 
Prot. This may prove it a cunninger, but not a 


ſafer Method; the Turks are as unanimous as they 


are in your Church, but they may thank Ignorance and 
Severities for it; and for our parts, we envy not their 


Happineſs, who have found out a way (not preſcribed 


2 by Chriſt) to live peaceably in groſs Errors, and to be 


unanimous in their Miſtakes. | 
Pop. I know you atm at our Church, and wonder 
how ſuch a Man as you dare charge the Roman 
Church with groſs Errors and Miſtakes. x 
Prot. Becauſe I can make my Charge good; For 
if Scripture be the Rule of what we ought to believe 
and practiſe, then your kneeling and praying before 


Images, your Invocation of Angels and Saints, adoring 


Relicks, praying in an unknown Tongue, Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, Half. Communion, Auricular Confeffion, 
Indulgences, and your Doctrine of Purgatory (with 
divers others which I can name) are * Errors and 


ae g believed and practiſed in the Roman 


Church. „ 
Pop. Tou are very bold, But I doubt not to juſtify 
all theſe Opinions and Practices, aud to convince yon 
fo fully of the Truth aud Innocency of them, that [ 
Hope you will own your Miſtake, aud embrace theſe? 
very T hings which you ſo raſbly cenſure; therefore 


let us diſcourſe the Particulars. 


Prot. I can never be perſuaded to kneel down and 
pray before an Image, to offer up Incenſe and Gifts to 
it ; ſince I read in Scripture, ve 1uſt uot boww dont 19 
them, nor worſhip them, Exod. xx. 4, 5. and find 


Pop. 
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rern 
take the 


ſure you cannot be ſo weak as to think we 

Image for our God, as Heathens aid. | 
Prot. We cannot ſee your Thoughts; but you do a 

thoſe acts before your Images, which Heathens dic 


before theirs ; and (I am told) they excuſed themſelves 1 
as you do, by ſaying they did not take the Image for 


their God; yet all Chriſtians count them flat Idolaters. 


Pop. They were ſo, becauſe they worſhipped rhe 7 
Tmages of falſe Gods, but you muſt not ſay we are 


fo, becauſe ours are Images of the true Goa, and his 


Saints. | 
Prot. They broke the Firſt Commandment in having 


other Gods, and you break the Second, which forbids 
the making any Image to worſhip it, not excepting the 
Image of the true God, or of Things in Heaven; ſo 
that this only proves your Idolatry is of another kind ; 
not that it is no Idolatry at all. The Jews were as 
real Idolaters for worſhipping the Golden Calf, though 
they took it for a Repreſentation of the true God, 
Exod. xxxii. 4, 5. T heſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which | 
brought thee out of the Lana of Feypr, &c. as 


when they worſhipped Baal. Peor, Numbers xxv. 2. 


Aud they called the people unto the ſacrifices of their : 
gods: and the people did ear and bowed aown to 


their goas. 


Pop. Well, but we do not terminate any of our 
Worſpip on the Image, but on that which it repre- 
ſents; the Image only helps ro raiſe up our Minds to 
the thing which is ſignified by it, ana our Worſhip 
gaſes through the Ii age to that thing, which cannot 


be dola try. 
Prot. If it be an Image of the Saints, which are 


Creatures, it is Idolatry to ask any thing of them 


which is in God's Power to give, and ſo your Worſhip 


in that caſe ends in flat Idolatry: And it it bean 3 
Image of God or Jeſus Chriſt, that Worſhip which 
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¹ 2 | You give their Images, and intend ſhall terminate on 
ve Dod, muſt be Divine Worſhip. For otherwiſe you 


cannot worſhip God or Chriſt, by worſhipping your 
= Images. ” LES : 5 
= "Pop. But ſuppoſe our Church finds this way of 
| Workip helps Devotion, may ſhe not command any 
mode of Worſhip for ſo good an ena? 8 
Prot. No, ſhe cannot command any mode of Wor- 
ſhip forbidden in Scripture, upon no pretence what- 
e ever: And ſurely Chriſt and his Apoſtles knew what 
1S would help Devotion as well as your Church; but 
there is not in their Writings one Word for this way of 
ES worſhipping God, and there is a plain Commandment 
XZ againſt it; and if you would confeſs the Truth, the 
Carving, Painting, and Gilding of the Image, takes 
XZ of your Thoughts from attending to the Matter of 


votion. 5 

Pop. I it any more Iaolatry in our Church to com- 
mand this, than in yours to enjoin you to bow ar the 
= Name of Feſus, and to bow to the Altar. 


= Name of Feſus; Phil. ii. ro. but you cannot ſhew any 
thing for bowing to his Image: And we do not bow 
to the Altar, but toward it, that is, we only look that 
way when we worſhip the true God, but have no vi- 
= fible Repreſentation of him before us, when we do 
this: And befides, this Ceremony is left at liberty, ſo 
that none are bound to obſerve it. 

Pop. Bur do abe not reſpect the Tmage of our Prince 
gor our Friend, for the ſake of<thoſe they repreſents 
and ought not all Chriſtians to reſpett the Images of 
= Corift and his Saints for their fakes? | 

3 Prot. We do not talk to theſe Pictures of our Prince 
or Friend, nor make Petitions to them; this would 
look like Madneſs : We do reſpect the Image of Chriſt, 

but that will not ſerve you; unleſs we fall down an 

2 worſhip 


: your Prayers, and fo they hinder rather than help De- 


[ Prot. The Scripture expreſly bids us bow at the 
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Hip the Lord our Goa, ana him only muſt we ſerve, 
| Matth. iv. 10. be” 


N 2 any er z Os — 


preſence ſaved them. But the created Angels would 


5 teſtimony of Feſtus; worſhip Goa. Yea, the pre- 


_ eworſhipping of angels. And Chriſt hath taught us to 


worſhip it; but we muſt anſwer you, He are to 2wor- 


Pop. I confeſs we cannot expect you ſhould 7. 
before the Images of Saints and Angels, till we have ® 
convinces you of your Error, in not praying to Angels 
aud Saints, ſo that I ſhall now go on to prove, that 1 
it is lav ſtil to call upon Angels to help us, for did not © | 
Jacob 40 jo? Gen. xlviii. 16. The angel which redeemed Þ 
me from All evil, bleſs the lads. 

Prot. Pray read the Place, and you will find, be 
prays only 70 the Angel that redeemed him: That i is, I 
to Chriſt, who appeared as an Angel often to the Pa. A 
triarehs before his Incarnation, and is called the Au. 
gel of God's Preſence, Ja. Eil. 9. The angel of his 


not ſuffer St. John ' ſo much as to bow down to ad 
ſaying, that was a piece of Worſhip due to God, Rev. 77 
xix. 10. Xxii. 8. Aud I fell at his feet to oH vi him ;| 
and he ſaid unto me, See thou doit not: For J am 
thy fellow-ſervant, and of thy brethren, that have 


tended Humility of going not directly to God, but by the 


Nlediation of Angels, is called a Deceit, and plainly i P 


forbid by the Apoſtle, Col. ii. 18. Let uo man a 2 
you of your reward, in a veinntary humility, ani 


ray to his Farber, It we want the Aſſiſtance of his 4 
Angels, Matt. xx vi. T hinkeſt thou that I cauuot 4 
nose pray to ing Hake and he fall preſently give 1 
zue more than twelve Jexio;n of angels? 4 

Pop. Doth not your Bible Ws: yo, the Souls „ 
the Martyrs under the Altar pray to God? Rev. vi. 1 
9, Io. I ſaw under the altar the ſouls of them that were 
ain for the word of God, and for the teſtimony which | 9 
they held. And they cried with a loud voice, caving 
Flow long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge 


and 5 4 


LL © 


2 25 
5 


| God and man, 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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: 3 and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 
= And may we not then deſire them to pray to God for 


WF. 1 | 3 
Prot. Thoſe Spirits only pray in general for the 


ſpeedy coming of the Day of Judgment, and are bid 
to reſt in quiet till then, ver. 11. Aud it was ſaid 
= unto them, that they ſhould reſt yet for a littleſeaſon. 


But this is no ground for particular Men in diſtant 
places, to ask particular things of them, as Health, 


Wealth, Peace, Protection; yea, Pardon, Grace, and 


Glory, which none but God can give; nor doth the 


Scripture any where declare we ſhould ask theſe things 


of any other but God. 3 3 
Pop. How dare you that are a Sinner, whom (204 

20 not hear, (John ix. 31. we know that God hear- 

eth not finners:) preſume to ask theſe things directly 


| of God himſelf, without deſiring his Friends to pray 
| for you? | 


Prot. Though I am unworthy, yet I am command- 


ed to pray, and to aſk all that I need in Chriſt's Name, 


and am promiſed if I do ſo, I ſhall be heard, 7% 


> xiv. 13, 14. Whatſoever ye ſhall asR in my name, that 
dil Ido, that the Father may be glorified in the 
== Sor. If ye ſhall ask any thing in my name, I will d 
= 27. And Chap. xvi. 23, 24. Whatſoever ye Hall asR 


the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hi- 


= zrherto ye have asked nothing in my name: ask, aud 
= ye ſpall receive, that your joy may be full. Yea, I 
am told he is my Advocate, 1 John ii. 1. We have 
an advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righ- 


And that Here is but one mediator between 
Now after all this, I 


think it is a greater Preſumption, without any Com- 


mand, Direction or Promiſe, to make uſe of the Saints 


as our Advocates and Mediators; for it is to leave the 
way preſcribed by God, and invent a new one of our 
own; it is to take the Honour which belongs to the 

| : B 2 TD Son 
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Son of God, and give it to his Servants, ſo that we 


may well believe it will diſoblige him we pray to. 


Pop. Tos do not conſider, that we hold, the Saints 
join their Tnterceſſion to that of Chriſt, and therefore 
to deſire them to pray for us, can be no Injury to 
Chriſt, whonz we deny not to be our Mediator. : 

Prot. It muſt ſuppoſe Chriſt's Interceflion not to be 
ſufficient, to add ſo many other Mediators to him; 


Vea, it ſeems, you believe they have more Power with 


God, or Love for us, than Chriſt hath ; otherwiſe you 
would not think it neceſſary to join their Prayers to 
his, nor make more Addreſſes to theſe Servants, than 
to the Son. We know as Chriſt is God, he is moſt 
able; and as Man, moſt willing to help us, Heb. ii. 
18. and are aſſured, He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt 
all that come unto God by him, Heb. vii. 25. And 
when the Father hath provided ſo All-ſufficient a Me- 
diator, to fly to others and deſire them to add their 
Intereſt to his, is both Ingratitude to the Father, anda 
Diſparagement to the Son, when you have laid all the X7 
ZD it yoann. COOGEE - = 
Pop. Twill convince you by a Practice of your Mt 
own, that herein you cenſure us unjuſtly: Do not you oo 
4eſire the Saints on Earth to pray for you, though 


Chriſt be your Mediator, aud is this any Injury to 


Chriſi? Why then may we not as well deſire thoſe 
in Heaven to doit? 5 5 : 5 
Prot. We have many Precepts and Examples in 
Scripture to deſire holy Men on Earth to pray with us 
and for us, which ſhews that it is according to God's 
Will, aud if we ask any thing according to his vt, 
he heareth us, 1 John v. 14. but you have not one 
Word to direct you, to defire this of the Saints in Hea- RM 
ven. Beſides, we do not kneel to good Men, and put 


their Names into the ſame Litanies and Prayers with * 


God Almighty, nor defire to be heard by their Merits: 


They pray with us and for us, as our Fellow- ſufferers, 
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w ho ſee and hear our wants in particular, and pray on- 
y in Cbriſt's Name, and through his Merits, and ſo 
= are joint Petitioners with us, not joint Mediators with 
Cdhriſt. And withal, every particular Man goes to 


them, and tells them his caſe, and then he is ſure they 


know his wants; but Scripture is very clear, that thoſe 
2 who are dead, even the beſt Men, know not the par- 


ticular wants of their deareſt Friends, 2 Kingsxx1j::20« 


= ZBehold therefore I will gather thee, (meaning good 


Joſiah) 10 thy Fathers, and thine eyes all nor ſee 


= all, the euil which I will. bring upon this place. 
2 Eccleſ. ix. 5. 7 he living know that they fſuatl dis; hut 
tze dead know not anything. And Ia. Ixiii 6. Doubs 
ließ thou art our Father, tho Abraham be ignorant af 
= xs. Nor is it poſſible for any Creature to hear the Pe- 


titions of many thouſands at one time in divers Places; 
and if they cannot hear you, What are you better for 


Pop. This is eaſily anſwered 3 for ſince God knows 


- 


without auy Difficulty make' our Prayers known' to 
them: 8 F eee A Hs 1 26d 


- * —_ -- 


fides, you cannot but think it abſurd, if not ridiculous, 
to pray to the Saints to pray to God for you, and yet 
till God tell them firſt, they cannot tell him what it i8 
they are to deſire of him; this is to employ God to in- 
form the Saints of our wants, and looks like writing to 
a Courtier who cannot read, to deſire him to beg a 
Favour of the King for us, becauſe we were unworthy to 
write immediately to the King, and yet knew before 
hand this Courtier muſt go tothe King himſelf to read 
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Hatb great power in Heaven ? 


or impertinently repeat that Salutation, which was pro- 


10 Goc, and to make larger Offerings to her than to 


©: Pop, Ve find it mates the People more devout, to 
Propoſe ſo many glorified Saints to them to be adored, 
thun uus confiries them 10 adore only one inviſible 


22 The Plauſible Arguments of a = 
Pop. We value not your idle Compariſons. Our 
Church tells us the Saints do hear us, and it is no * 
matter whether or noe know how they do hear us. 
Prot. The Scripture tells you they do not hear you, 
and Reaſsh tells you” they cannot, and will you believe 
your Church againſt both? Your Church never durſt 
define the way how they come to hear you, becauſe | 
many Abſurdities follow upon all Methods that ever 
yet were deviſed : And a wary Man would ſcarce credit 
à thing of this Conſequence, that cannot be proved or 
made out; much leſs would he go to Mediators, of 
whoſe hearing him he can have no other Aſſurance than 
the bare Word of thoſe Men who gain by the Doctrine, 
when he hath an All- ſufficient Mediator, who he is 
ſure can always hear and help him, and to whom he 
may pray without any doubts to damp his Devotion. 
Pop. Did not the Virgin Mary prophecy, that all 
generations ſhould call her blefled, Luke i. 48. aud 
Ha ve wwe not reaſon to believe that the Mother of G 


Por. We call her Sieſſea, and bleſs God for her 3 
but ſhe never ſaid, All Generations ſhould pray to her, 


to the occaſion of her Conception of Chriſt, as if 
ie ere a formal Prayer to her now: Nor is there one 2 
Word in Scripture to direct us to pray to her at all; 1 
much leſs to ſay more Aue to her, than Paternoſters 


Jeſus, who declares hie hath all Power in Heaven and 
Earth; ſo that all your Worſhip of her is an Invention 


of your on, and meer Superſtition. | | N 


Prot. Tou may obſerve, if you would own the 
Truth, that this impious Device makes the Worſhip of 
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% God to be neglected, inclining your People to rely more 
0 on the Saints Help than on God's, and to give them 


the Honour due to him for thoſe Bleflings which he 
alone beftows on them; and fince God hath confined 
Jus only to worſnip and ſerve him, Matic. iv. 10. it is 
Superſtition and Idolatry, not Devotion, to make any 
uſe other Beings the Objects of your Worſhip. 
Pop. Well, but ſince God hath wrought ſo many 
= Miracles by the Relicks of the Saints, aoubrtlefs be ic 
7 vel] pleaſed with our adoring them and their Relicks. 
"= Prot. There have been many falſe Relicks propoſed 


© 2 for true ones, and many forged Miracles invented 
be, *Y by cunning Priefts for Gain, as hath been undeniably 
1 proved; and if there be any true Relicks of real Saints, 
he And any certain Miracles, it is not the Saint or his Relicks, 

but God who is to have the Glory (by whoſe power the 
ll 3 Miracle was wroug ht, as St. Peter tells the Zewws, Acts 


iii. 12, 13. Ye men of ſſrael, why marvel ye at this? 
Or why look ye ſo earneſtly on us, as tho' by our own 

XZ Zower or holineſs we had made this Man to walk? 

= 7he God of Abraham, &c. the God of our Fathers 


S, Ez hath glorified his Son Faſeis.) And though we find in 
; * Scripture that Miracles were wrought by Moſes's Rod, 
g = £/12}'s Mantle, the Hem, of Chriſts Garment, St. Pe- 
1 = zer's Shadow, and St. Paul's Handkerchief, we never 
read that any of the Faithful adored theſe things. 
Y Pop. Perhaps you have been told, we wholly neg- 
(ect making prayers to God by Chriſt Jeſus, whereas 
we Pave many Prayers in our publick Offices like 
. yours, directed to God in Chriſt's Name, aud I hope 
Jon have no Objection againſt theſe. 

= Prot. You ought to have no other Prayers but ſuch : 


a and yet, though theſe Prayers be right as to their Mat- 
ter, there is one intolerable Fault in them all, that they 
1 i - in Latin, which the People do not under- 
9 and. 5 


; PY Pop. | 


— —ͤ— — — 
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Pop. Is not the Church to direct in what mannep 3 
public Prayers ſhall be made, and are we not to 


obey her Orders? 


Prot. No, doubtleſs, not where your Church ex- 
reſly contradicts God, and his holy Apoſtles. The | 
8 Men to pray 1 
with Underſtanding, and forbids any to uſe an unknown # 


pirit of God, by St. Paul, commands 


Tongue in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, enjoining the Prieſt ſo 


to make his Prayers and Praiſes that the moſt unlearned | 
may join in them, be edified by them, and ſay Amen 
to them, 1 Cor. xiv. 14, 15, 16, 17. I pray in an x 


amRnown tongue, my ſpirit prayeth, but my under- 


Ranaing is umfruitful. What ts it then? T will 
pray with rhe ſpirit, ana [will pray with the under- | 
ſtanding alſo; Iwill ſing with the ſpirit, and I will | 


ing with the unaerſtanding alſo. Elſe when thou 
Halt bleſs with rhe ſpirit, how ſyall he that occupierh 
the room of the untearned, ſay Amen at thy giving 


of thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth not what thou | 


ſayeſt? For thou verily giveſt thanks well, but the 
other is not eaifies, But now your Church bids Men 


pray without Underſtanding, and preſcribes an unknown 


ongue for the Prieſt to pray and praiſe God in, where- 


In the People cannot join, and whereby they are not 


edified; yea, to which they cannot with Underſtanding | 


ſay Amen: In ſuch a caſe to obey the Church is to diſ- 
obey God, and a great Impietv. 


k — 


Pop. You muſt know, Latin was the Language of p 


the ancient Chriſtians at Rome, and we have not al- 


tered our Prayers, but only kept them in that Tongue 
in which they were maae at firſt by the Apoſtles, wha | 


« 


Planted our Church. 


Pyot. Now you have yielded the Cauſe, for if the 


Apoſtles, who were Zews, did not ſet up the Hebrew 


Prayers at Rome, but Latin, becauſe that was the | 


Language which the People then underſtood ; if you 
were of their Spirit, or followed their Steps, you ought 
\ = # &* fot Yis »YJ a No +.2 #344 % 8 i : p 
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dow to turn them into other Languages, becauſe the 


People do not underſtand Latin, and becauſe it is ne- 


ceſſary they ſhould pray with Underſtanding. Is this 


your Apoſtolical Church, which acts contrary to the 


Writing and Example of the Apoſtles, or could the 


Apoſtles leave you any Tradition to contradi& their 


own Commands and Practice ? 


Pop. May not the People think of God and good 
things, and ſo be very aevout at theſe Prayers, tha 


; they do not underſtand the Words? 


Prot. They _y think of God and good things at 
home, and ſo need not come to the Publick Service at 
all, if this be ſufficient : We think Publick Prayers were 
deſigned for the People to come and unite their parti- 
cular and hearty Deſires to the Petitions made by the 
Prieſt ; and this praying 2724 one accord, Acts i. 14. 
makes them more prevalent than private Prayers; Matt. 
xviii. 20. I here tevo or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midſt of them, But your 
People are thinking of one thing when the Prieſt is 
ſaying another, and cannot defire the particular things. 


} aſked by the Prieſt, becauſe they do not know them: 
ES $0 that this turns the publick Prayers into private, and 


the Prieſt might as well pray without a Congregation. 
Pop. J. is to God wwe ſpeak in Prayer, and ſince he 
undes ſtamds tis, it is no matter whether the Peoples 
underſtand them or no. | 5 
Prot. By this Argument you need not pray at all, 


becauſe God knows your Neceſſities before you aſk : 


Yet he bids us aſk, that by the Words of our Prayers 
we may {tir up our Defires, exerciſe our Devotion, and 
excite our Faith, not that we may inſtruct him. Where- 
fore your People are robbed of all that Comfort and Be- 
nefit which ours find ſo ſenſibly in our Eugliſb Prayers, 
meerly, becauſe your Church ſcorns to reform any. 
thing; and you can never expect that thoſe who by Ex- 
Perience have found the Sweetneſs and Advantage of our 
. - pious 


26 Te Planfible Argument a 


ious and plain Liturgy, will endure your dry, unpro- 


table Latin Prayers. | 
Pop. Well, but ſome of your People think Sermons 
the main thing in publick Worſhip, and we hope to 
gain them however, becauſe we preach in Engliſh. 
Prot. Poſſibly ſome of theſe may be catcht by this 
Bait ; but all wiſe Proteſtants will aſk you, why there 
is not as much reaſon for the People to know what they 


are to ſpeak to God, as what the Prieſt is to ſpeak to 


them ; and will alſo defire to know, why you ſhould 
read the Pſalms and Leſſons, and other parts of Scrip- 
ture, in Latin, which are written for our learning 
aud admonition, 1 Cor. x. 11. and fo make it as im- 
ible the People ſhould learn any thing from them, 
or be inſtructed by them, as for Boys in Horn Books to 
be made any wiſer by reading a Latin Author to them? 

Pop. I have told you before, This is leſt the People 
ſouls wreſt the Scriptures, if they were in a Lan- 
guage they underſtood. 

Prot. Why then do you preach in Eng/ifþ? May 
they not wreit your Sermons, as well as Holy Scripture ? 
Is there more danger now than in the Apoſtles times ? 
Or is your Church wiſer than they ? Did not they write 
It in a Language generally underſtood ? And was it 
not ſoon after turned into Latin, becauſe the Romans 


beſt underſtood that Language? Did they not deliver | 


it to all, and command all to read it and ſearch it, to 
meditate on it and teach it to their Children? Though 
ſome are Gluttons and Drunkards, we muſt not deny 


all Men the uſe of Meat and Drink; nor would you | 


thus keep the Scriptures from the People, but only for 


fear that ſuch plain Men as I ſhould diſcover your 1 


Corruptions. * | 


Pop. Met hi 


* 


o Cee 


„Eg you ſhould diſcover your own Cor- | 
ruptious there: For what is more plainly expreſſed | 
in Scripture than theſe Words concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar, This is my Body, Znke xxii. 1 9, b 

| aud 
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and yet you will not own the real Fleſh of Chriſt to 
be there; Is not this to deny Chriſt's Woras, and dif- 
believe the Scripture? | * 
Prot. We may as well charge you with denying 
Chriſt's Words, and disbelieving Scripture, ſince you 
affirm his real Blood to be there, though he tells us, 
This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood, Luke 
xXii. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 25. You muſt confeſs there is a Fi- 
gure in this Expreſſion, or elſe you muſt affirm the 
Cup is tranſubſtantiated into the New Teſtament; 
ant if there be a Figure in one Verſe, why may there 
not be one alſo in the other, in regard this ſubſtantial 
Change which you pretend, is either in both parts, or 
in neither. _ 
' Pop. However we have much the advantage of you, 
becauſe we rake the Literal Senſe, which is both the 
more common and the more eaſy Senſe, whilſt you are 
forced to fly to Tropes and Figures. | 
Prot. You muſt conſider this Sacrament is a My- 
fiery, and in diſcourſing of Myfteries, it is more common 
in Scripture to ſpeak figuratively than literally ; yea, 
| what is more uſual there, than to call the. Sign by the 
Name of the Thing ſignified, and the Thing fignified 
by the Name of the Sign? So the Rock is {aid zo be 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 4. and Chriſt is ſaid to be Bread, 
John vi. 48. yet none are ſo abſurd to ſay, the Rock is 
= ſubſtantially changed into CHriſt, or Chriſt into Bread: 
And when the Church is called, Z he Body of Chriſt, 
Colo ſſ. 1. 24. yourſelves do not affirm that there is any 
change made of the Church into Chriſt's Fleſh and 
Blood, though there be more ſaid of this than of the 
Sacramental Bread, vis. That we are Members of his 
Boay, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones, Epheſ. v. 30. 
So when Chriſt is called a Vine, a Door, a Way, a 
Branch, Sc. it is very certain the Expreffions are Fi- 
gurative, and there are a thouſand Places in the Holy. 
Bible which cannot be otherwiſe underſtood, 


Pop. 
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4 Pop. Mell, but the Literal Senſe is not to be left, 
'\8 unleſs where the Woras cannot be taken otherwiſe 
| than Figuratively, which is not the caſe here. 


f Prot. Les, that is the very Caſe here; for the Li- 
1 teral Senſe is impoſſible, and full of Contradictions, but 
the Figurative is natural, plain, and eaſy : For if we 

take theſe Words Literally, Chriſt's Body was whole, 
q and fitting at the Table, and broken into Pieces on the 
f Table at the ſame time; it muſt be entire now in Heaven, 
and yet all of it in ten thouſand different and diſtant places 
on the Earth. We muſt believe the Subſtance of Fleſn 
hath none of its proper Accidents, and that the Accidents 
of Bread can ſubſiſt without their proper Subſtance: We 
muſt think that to be real Fleſh and Blood, which we 
ſee, ſmell, taſte, and feel to be real Bread and Wine: 
We muſt believe there is a Miracle, when all our Senſes, 
which are Witneſſes to all other Miracles, gi ve evidence 
there is no Miracle at all here. In ſhort, we muſt con- 
tradi& our Reaſon, and deny our Senſes without any | 
need, unleſs it be to uphold an unintelligible Literal | 


AY Senſe, when the Figurative is far more plain. y 
0 Pop. Tis ſtrange how Prejudice may blind Men; @ a 
: ' furely you cannot be in earneſt, when you ſay, a Fi-. C 
q gurative Speech is plainer than a Speech without a FF fe 
1 Fignre ; J his only ſhes how deſperate your Cauſe is, r- 
4 aich drives you to theſe Abſnraities. 8 
Prot. I will prove it no Abſurdity to maintain r 
that in this caſe, the Figurative Senſe is eaſter : For FF + 
that is the eaſieſt Senſe of any Words, which the v 
Mind firſt apprehends when we hear them. For Ex- e 
ample, if one point to an Houſe and Land, and ſay, . 
This is my Fſtate, there the plain Senſe is the Literal H 
. Senſe: But if one hold a Writing ſealed in his Hand, / 
vB and ſay, T his is my Eſtate, the eaſieſt and plaineſt 1 
MH Senſe then is, This is that which conveys my Eſtate, K v 


and all the Benefits of it to me: So if Chriſt had 


B+, pointed to himſelf fitting at Table, and ſaid, Tisis 1 


1 
77 "= 
it 3 
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23 iy Body, the Apoſtles would, and we muſt have taken 
ft, it Literally : bur fince he points to Bread, and ſaith, 
iſe his is my Body; the firſt and moſt natural Senſe of the 
Words is, This is that which ſignifies my Body, and 
i- communicates all the Benefits of my Incarnation and 
Paſſion to you: and thus St. Paul expreſly doth ex- 
pound it, when he faith, it is he Communion of his 
= Zody and Blood, 1 Cor. x. 16. 1 
Pop. What then, do you believe that Chriſt is in 
n, this Sacrament no otherwiſe, but in a bare Figure 
es and empty Sign ? 
hh Prot. We believe that Chriſt is here verily and in- 
deed taken and received by the faithful, and really pre- 
ſent as to all the Effects and Benefits of his Paſſion ; 
but this Preſence, though it be real, yet is ſpiritual, 
and apprehended by Faith, not corporal and ſubſtan- 
tial, becauſe then it muſt be diſcerned by Senſe. 

Pop. From one Abſurdity granted, many will fol- 
Joo, and your abſurd Expoſition forces yon to Hold 
= :h:is ridiculons Aſſertion, That a ſpiritual Preſence 
is a real Preſence. 3 ap - 
Prot. Dare you ſeriouſly deny this, which you call 
Ja ridiculous Aſſertion! Is not Chriſt. really with his 
!- Church to the End of the World by his Spiritual Pre- 

= ſence ? Is not the Holy Ghoſt really with every regene- 
„ rate Man by his Spiritual Preſence ? The Effects and 

Z Benefits of Chriſt's Death, which we ſeek in this Sacra- 
ment are Spiritual; ſuch as Pardon, Peace, Grace, and 
Hopes of Glory, yet they are very real, and therefore 
= we think it fitteſt to expect them in a Spiritual Manner, 
- X eſpecially fince our Lord hath told us, It is the Spirit 

that quickneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing, John vi. 63. 

| And the Apoſtle ſaith, Faith is rhe ſubſtance of things 
3 hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. 
That is, it makes Things inviſible and ſpiritual, to be 
„ very real to the true Believer. 2 | 
Pop. I nud you delight much in calling this Spi- 
ritual Meat and Drink, but would glaaly n, 
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Hoa you dare ao ſo, without any Authority of Scrip. 
|| tune, yea when rhe Scripture ſaith, Chriſt will give f 
i us his fleſh to eat? ohn vi. 53. * 
1 Prot. We have good Authority of Scripture for this, ; 
i ©1S, 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. where it is ſaid, that the 1raelites MR C 
1 had the Privilege by certain Signs to eat and drink into ; 
'# Chriſt as well as we, in a myſtical way: For they 4 
did all eat of the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all 
it Ariuk of the ſame ſpiritual drink: For they x 
* ' #rank of that ſpiritual rock that followed them, f 
| aud that rock was Chriſt. We ſee it was Spiritual 
Meat and Drink which they had, yet it was the ſame 
with ours, and therefore ours muſt be Spiritual Meat 
and Drink too. Again we are not ſaid, All to drin! 


5 into one Blood, but into one Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Nor 
if can we underſtand how St. Paul could call that which 


5 
G 
* 
t 
t 
is the Communion of Chriſt's Body, by the Name of 
Bread, after Conſecration, 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. A f 
often as ye eat of this bread, and drink this cup, ye o 7 
he the Lord's aearh 7114 he come, &c. it the outward « 
part did not remain unchanged in Subſtance, tho' its / 
uſe be changed; and tho' our Souls are certainly fed, | ; 
yet theſe are not capable of feeding either on Bread or « 
. Fleſh ; Yea our Lord himſelf teaches us to expound ; 
4 thoſe Words in St. 70% of a Spiritual Communication: 
. of his Body, for he faith, The words he ſpeaks to u 7 
|, are ſpirit aud life, John vi. 63. FF 
9 Pop. You do but prevaricate when you pretend to 1 
believe Chriſt is really preſent in the Sacrament, for 1 

{ 

| 


4 if you truly believed this, you Mul give divine 

1 Morſpip to the Hoſt as we do. | =_ 

. Prot. We bend our Knees, addreſs our Prayers, and 
give divine Worſhip to Chriſt, who is really preſent to 
our Faith in this Sacrament : But ſince weare ſure that 
the outward part is not changed in Nature, but only in 

Uſe and Signification, and doth ſtill remain Bread, we 

dare not give divine Worſhip to that which is a Crea- - 

ture, ſince it would be [dolatry ſo to do. 3 
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Pop. Well, Twill inform you of one very i Conſe- 
quence of your denying Chriſt's Fleſh and Blood, to 


be ſubſtantially in this Sacrament, that is, you make 


it to be only a Commemoration of the Sacrifice on the 
Croſs; but we give it far more honour, believing it 
ro be a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of quick 
aud dead. 5 | 
Prot. Neither you nor we ought to make the Sacra- 
ment what we pleaſe, we mult take our Notions of it 


from Scripture, and from Chriſt, who inſtituted it, and 


he bids us, Do this in remembrance of him, Luke 
xxIi. 19. And St. Paul doth not ſay, it is the Lord's 
death, but the ſhewing forth of his death, 1 Cor. 
xi. 26. yea he makes this the main Difference between 
the legal Sacrifices, and that of Chriſt on the Croſs, that 
they were often offered, but he was only to be offered 
once, and by that one Offering hath perfectly ſatisfied 
for the Sins of the whole World. Heb. ix. 25, 26. Not 
that he ſhould offer himſelf often, as the high prieſt 
entereth into the holy place, every year, with the 


= 21004 of others: (For then muſt he often have ſuf- 
fered ſince the foundation of the worla) but now 


once in the end of the world, hath he appeared to 
put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. And Chap. 
x. 14. By one offering he has perfectea for ever them 
that are ſanftified. So that this Sacrament is certainly 
a Commemoration as we ſay, but it cannot be a ſacri- 
ficing of Chriſt again, as you ſay, if we refer the mat- 
ter (as we ought) to be judged by Scripture z wherein 
there is nothing to ſhew that it is a propitiatory Sacri- 
fice for the Sins of the Living, much leſs for the Sins 
of the Nead, whoſe Eftate can never be altered after 


I this Life, There being a great gu!fh fived betwins 


the righteons and the wicked, which none can paſs, 
Luke xvi. 26, 28. But as they fall they muſt lie for 
ever, Eccleſ. xi. 3. In the place where the tree fallerh 
there it ſpall be. 

Pop. 


— 
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both Quick and Dead, and you deny it cam 40 any 
| good to rhe Dead. 'Z 


Wo Prot. It is not want of Merit in Chriſt's Paſſion, 
but want of Capacity in thoſe who have not repented 
In their Life-time, that hinders theſe deceaſed Perſons 3 
from receiving the Benefits of Chriſt's Death; Chriſt 
| hath declared he will pardon none but them that do 
Wt, repent ; and if Men do not repent before they die, they 
cannot repent afterwards, and ſo cannot receive any 
: Benefit of Chriſt's Paſſion : and if living Men be taught, 
they may get a Pardon after Death, it will encourage 
5 them to put off their Repentance to the very laſt: Nor 
i would ſo falſe a Doctrine, without any ground in 
F Scripture, ever have been taught in your Church, but 
j only that the crafty Inventers of it found, it would 
| 
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' make Maſſes ſell at dear Rates. I 
16 Pop. Tou are very free of your Cenſures, but we 
[ | 47000 them, being aſſured our Doctrines ana Prac- / 
3d rices are the true Senſe of Scripture, as it is tnterpret- 
. ed to us by the Holy Catholick Church. . | 
. Prot. Do you really think ſo? Pray then, before we 

3 leave this Subject, will you tell me, How the making | 
| only ſome (that. is the Prieſts) to drink of the Cup, 
can poſſibly be the Meaning of Chriſt's Words, Drink 
ye all of it? Matth. xxvi. 29. 
Pop. Why, itis plain the Apoſtles were Prieſts, an? 
not Lay-men, and it was only to the Apoſtles that 
Chriſt ſpake theſe Woras ; and though we forbid the 
People to drink of this Cup, yet we commans re 
Prieſts to do it. 5 5 
Prot. Was it not alſo only to the Apoſtles that Chriſt 
ſaid then, Take, eat, this my Body, ver. 26. and will 
it not follow by your way of arguing, that —_ yo F 
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22 


mands both of Eating and Drinking, which Christ 
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„ Prieſts muſt eat of the Bread, and that the People 
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under either ſpecies. 


and ſo to excuſe your ſelves 
of doing things in -vain : And fince Chriſt is here ſet 
= out as, having ſuffer'd for Sin, and ſo his Blood ſepa- 


however you are not of 
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mult receive, neither Bread nor Wine: You: know the 


reſented the Congregation as Chriſt did the Prieſt, ſo 
that St. Paul plainly applies,to the People, the Cam- 


ave at firſt only to his Apoſtles; and nothing is 


more evident, than that all the People at Corinth did 
drink of the Cup, and ſome of them too largely, 1 Cor. 
X. 21. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, ana the 


— 


cup of devils. And Chap. xi. 21. In eating every one 
= zakerh before other, his own ſupper, aud one is hun- 
= gry, and another is drunken. And Ver. 27, 28, 29. and 
= Chap. xii. 13., Ve have been all made to drink into 
one ſpirit. ,, So that I wonder how you dare call the 


contradicting Chriſt's Commands, and the Practice and 
Precepts of the Apoſtles, the true Senſe, of Scripture, 


and why you rob the People of one half of the Sa- 
/ ĩ˙01tur r ̃˖*d“. MT Pong, 


Pop. Ve rob them of nothing, becauſe wwe declare 
give them whole Chriſt, which is contained fully 


* 


Prot. This is no more than if one who clipt off 


half the King's Coin ſhould ſay it was ſtill current 
Money: The very Declaration it ſelf ſuppoſes that our 


Lord inſtituted two Species ara one was ſufficient; 
of Impiety you accuſe him 


f o 


© rated from his Body, we cannot imagine how the 
Z Bread alone. ſhould be ſufacicnt to ſer forth this My- 


# — 


oF fiery. 
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Pop. There is danger leſt we ſhould ſpill the Cup in 

bug it to the People, and leſt it ſhould be prafaued 

the ruag Mouths of Lapmemn . 
Prot. This Danger may, be in giving it to the Prieſts ; 

St. Paul's Mind, who when 

C | the 


r 


as you do, thereby committing a grievous Sacrilege in 


the People of the Benefit of Chriſt's Blood. 


34 The Plaufible Arguments of a | 
the Cup was abuſed at Corinth even to exceſs, durft | 
not alter Chriſt's Inſtitution, nor take it wholly away 


keeping back part of that whereof God hath made 
you Diſpenſers, and as much as in you lies, depriving 


Pop. We can find more fault with your prepara ©} 
tion for it, than you with our aifpenſing of it; for 
Twby 4s not you all go to a Prieſt to Sup s yonr Sin; © 
before you do receive, as the Seripture aoth ag 
N 3 | 28 7 3 
Prot. The Scripture appoints every Man hall era. 
mine himfelf before he eat of that Bread, and arink 
of that Cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. Now of this you ſay very © 
little, but our Church ſtrictly enjoins All thus to = 3 
pare : But Scripture no where appoints it as neceflary 7 
for all to go to a Prieſt and confeſs before every Act of pe 
receiving. | LMS ROY * 
Pop. Doth not Scripture declare that penitem bi 
Sinners confeſſed their Sins to a Prieſt, thus the Jews 
ro St. John the Baptiſt, Matth. iii. 6. They were bap- f 
tized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their fins ; ana Act 
xix. 18. Many that believed came, and confefled, and fi 
ſhewed their deeds, (to St. Paul,) and command uu 
ro confeſs our faults one to another, Fames v. 16. and th 
can there be any fitter time to do this than juſt before t- 
ve communicate? i 8 Nin 
Prot. We do not forbid Men at any time to confeft th 
to a Prieſt, but adviſe them to it, in caſe of a troubled te 
Mind, or a violent Temptation, and eſpecially if that 8. 
be their Condition who are to receive the Sacrament: to 
But we dare not lay ſuch a Snare on our People, as to in 
make this always neceſſary, ſince God hath not declar- i by 
ed it is ſo. And thoſe Examples you bring, concern 
Publick Confeſſion of Sins before the Priefl and the 
Congregation ; and ſo doth that place in St. ame, & 
for it orders us to confeſs not to the righteous To 4 
FO alone, 


— 


» . 7 
rt lone, but one to another, that ſo the righteous Man 
and all the reſt may pray for Mercy for the Penitent ; 

and I have heard this was the primitive way of con- 
feſſing Sins, and is {ill here in qur Church, where the 
Offences are ſcandalous, and the Party cenſuted: But 
this is no ground for your private confeſſing into the, 
Prieſt's Ear, and ſo getting ap Abſolurion of ure At. 
| > ſet times. 01) DU 20S : 2719 $594.68 ? NE 25100203 55mt 
Pop. Hath not Chriſt grantea 45 tue Hrieſts a 
Power to remit Mens Sins, or retain ihem, John xx. a3. 
Whoſeſoe ver ſivs ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whoſeſgever fins ye retain, they are retain- 
ed: and muſt mot the Fudge, Who is 10 condemn or 
ſet free, of neceſſity bear all the particulars conceruing 
DN 
Prot. Our Prieſts will not grant us Abſolution in 
particular Caſes, unleſs we do ſo far confeſs the Crimes 
mn but they do not compel us under pain of Damnation 
to come, and tell them all our Sins, which Scripture 
I faith is impoſſible, Pſalm xix. 1a. I bo-cax Underſtand. 
pis errors? Nor doth the King's granting a Commiſ- 
ion to certain Judges, to hear and to determine Cauſes, 
** oblige thoſe who can make up their Differences a 1 
themſelves, to come and be tried before them. Beſides, 
te Prieſt is not the higheſt and laſt Judge, nor can he. 
infallibly tell, when he doth hear all that Men ſay af 
themſelves, whether they be Hy pocrites, or true Peni- 
tents; and therefore we are adviſed to confeſs all our 
Sins daily to God the Supreme Judge, and to labour. 
to prove our Repentance to be ſincere to him by amend- 
ing our Lives: And we are not obliged to go to a Prieſt, 
but in weighty Caſes, and on great Occaſionss. 
Pop. This is one great Complains we haue againſt 
2 your pretended Reformation, that you do not oplige 
Sinners to make any ſati faction for their Offences, 
and have laid aſide rhe nme of Pennavce. 
8 2 c 
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eertain Price, and ſo Money will bayoff that which you 
ay Chriſt's Death doth not ſatisfy. for: And indeed, 


Ihe heh {in with leſs Fear and Regret than others, 
ecauſe they foreſee a Pilgrimage, or a little Faſting ; 


aectare us clear from thoſe Sins we have conſelſec, 
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3F Ti he Planfible Arguments of a 
Prot. St. Peter never fold this Power, Acts viii. 18. 
for he affirms, We. are not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as ſilver aud gold, 1 Pet. i. 8. Had he uſed the 
ſame gainful Trade which the Pope drives, he could 
not have ſaid, Silver and Gold haue I none, Acts iii. 6. 
So that you muſt hot mention that holy Apoſtle as your 
Pattern till you follow his Example, and grant Pardons 
to none but them, that upon a ſtrict ſearch ate found 
truly penitent ; and upon thoſe Terms (which Chriſt 
makes neceſſaty) the Poor muſt have them as ſoon as 
the Rich, we both freely : But while your Church 
makes a meer Merchandiſe of them, and grants them 
out. to taiſe Money to enrich a Nephew, to marry a 
Niece of the Pope's, or to aggtandlze a Favourite, and 
ſends them into remote Countries to Men and Women 
whoſe Faces he nevet ſaw, and of whoſe Penitence he 
Hath no Aſſurance, we Proteſtants muſt look on them 
as a holy Cheat, a Hindrance of true Repentance, and 
2 Trick to get Money. 5 
Pop. You are quite miſtalen; rhe Church deſigns | 
nothing by theſe Indulgeuces but the Penitent' Fal. 
dation; the Money is a voluntary Offering, and can 
ou blame Holy Church for receiving the Oblations 
of the People? | "56 e A 
Prot. It is no Crime to teceive voluntary Oblations, 
provided they be diſpenſed to the Poor: But here is a 
certain Price ſet, and the Money received goes in part 
to the Pope's Coffers, and in part to the wealthy Nele- 
gates, or to rich Monaſteries ; and it appears that Money 
is the main thing, becauſe poor Men cannot get them, 
nor will they give an Indulgence freely to the indigent, 
though never ſo penitent; Whereas the rich, that ſhew 
little Signs of true Repentance, may have them, and 
4 are thereby hardned in their Sins. Nor is it this point 
1 alone, but moſt of thoſe diſputed between us and you, | 
| that are ſtiffly defended on your part, becauſe they ad- 
vance the Wealth and Power of your Church ; ſuch # 
6 | . 
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Romiſh Prigſt, Anjever d. 39 
the Pope's Power to receive Appeals, Ima Relicks, 
ſaying Maſſes to deliver Souls. 1 
and two more not yet mentioned, v/s. Purgatory, and 
the pretended Sanctity of your Religious Orders, 

Pop. Tis nor the Advantage we have by theſe 
Doftrines, but the certain Truth of them, which 
makes us ſo deſirous you ſpould believe them, as ap- 
pears in this Article of Purgatory,, which I al 


prove firſt from Scripture, and then by Reaſon, to 
be a great Truth, „ 


Prot. The Scripture declares very often, and very 
plainly, that there are two Places of eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments, Heaven and Hell; and if there be 
any third Place to which moſt Men are to go, to ſuffer 


very great temporary Pains, I doubt not but God hath 


revealed it as plainly and clearly as he hath done 


Heaven and Hell, and therefore let me ſee you prove 
it by plain Texts of Holy Scripture. 


_ Our Saviour ſaith, The fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven, neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come, Matt. xii. 32. which plains 


| ty ſuppoſes ſome Sins not pardoned here, may be for- 
given there; and that is one ground of Purgatory. 


Prot. This is far from a clear Proof, for here is no 
mention of Purgatory; and this Phraſe, The World 
to come, in the Goſpel, often ſignifies the Days of the 
Meſfiah, Heb. ii. 5. and vi. 5. And the eus expected 


that Meſſiah (whom they believed as yet not come) 


ſhould pardon: divers great Sins, which could not be 
expiated by Legal Sacrifices; and therefore Chriſt, 
ſpeaking to them in their own-Phraſe, tells them, This 

in againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhould never be pardoned 
under the Law, nor under the Goſpel. But ſuppoſe 


this Phraſe do fignify, The neut World: Chriſt ſays 


not any other Sins ſhall be forgiven then, but only that 


this Sin ſhall never be forgiven there nor here, which 
is only a Phraſe to ſet —_ it ſhall not be forgiven at 


all; 
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all: 80 Gen. xxxi. 24. to ſpeak neither good nor bad; 
ſigniſies to ſay nothing at ah. „„ 
Pop. Dorh not St. Paul ſay, Every man's work 
Mall be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare it, 
becauſe it ſhall be revealed by fire, and the fire ſhall 
try every man's work of what ſort it is: And a little 
after, If a man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer. 
loſs; but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire, 
1 Cor. iii. 13, 15. E not this à clear Proof of Pur- 
gatory Fire? n | 
Prot. This Place ſpeaks only of Teachers, and the 
Perſons are not to be burnt, but their Works; that is, 
the falſe Doctrines which any of them teach; 


the whole place is metaphorical and obſcure ; and that 


laſt 'Phraſe of being ſaved, but ſo as by Fire, is no 
more but a way of expreſſing a thing that ſhall be 
done with great difficulty, as Pſal. lxvi. 12. We went 
through fire and water: and Zech. iii. 2. A brand 
Fhuckt out of the fire, So that you may as well pre- 


tend Sinners are in Purgatory here, becauſe we are com- 


manded, pogo fear, pulling them out of. 
rhe fire, Jude, ver. 23. And if this place be to be un- 
derſtood Literally, it muſt be referred to that Fire 
which ſhall burn all the World at the Day of J udg- 
ment, which (I have been told) is that which the Fa- 
chers ungerſtand by the Day and the Fire here men- 
rioned, and ſo it hath no relation to Purgatory, which 
you' mult either prove (as we do Heaven and Hell) from 
clearer places than this, or we ſhall not believe it. 
„ . We have St. Peter alſo on our ſide, who tells 
4, That Chriſt went by the ſpirit to preach to the 
ſpirits in priſon; which ſometimes were diſobedient, 
when once the long: ſuffering of God waited in the 


days of Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein 


few, that js, eight perſons were ſaved by water, 1 Pet. 
WWW n 
1 — < : 2 b 2 


Prot. 


I Ou. 31. 


 Romiſh Pri, Anſwor'd. 4x 
Prot. This place is obſcurer than any of the former, 
and ſo very unfit to build an Article of Faith upon: 
ut the plaineſt Senſe of it is, That Chriſt by his Spirit 
in Noah did preach to thoſe wicked ones before the 


| Flood, whoſe Souls and : Spiri ts were as. it were im ri- 


Toned in their Bodies; and thoſe who were ſaved by 
this preaching were but few, and thoſe were ſaved by 
Water, and not by Fire. And as far as we can gathe 
from this Text, and 2 Per. ii. 15. where it is ſaid, 7 ha 
God ſpared nor the old world, but ſaved Noah the 
eighth perſon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, bringing 


{ the flood upon the world of the. ungodly ; thelè 


erſons who were preached to remained diſobedient, 
and were not ſa ved at all; ſo that you have no ſh dow | 
of ground to fix Purgatory on this place, _ , 
Pop. What think you of that Priſon into which 
if we be caſt by God, who is the Sinner's Adverſary, 


they ſhall by no means come out thence, till they ha be 


paid the uttermoſt farthing, Matth. v. 26. I not this 
Lurgatory? sf hrs evo to 
Brot. | think it is nothing to your purpoſe, fot 
Chtiſt uſerh it as an Argument why, we ſhould repent 
and make our Peace with God while we live; where- 
as Purgatory gives Men Pretences to put off their Re- 


3 till Death, and fills them with falſe Hopes to 


be delivered afterwards: And out of this Priſon there 
is no means to be delivered, but by the Perſon's own 
Fausdins, the whole Debt, whereas you think the 

rayers and Alms of others may get Men out of Pur- 
gatory: Nor doth the Text ſay, that the Sufferer can 

y the utmoſt Farthing, but rather ſuppoſes it im- 
poſſible, and ſo his lying there ti he pay the utmoſt 
Farthing, muſt be meant of his.lying in Hell for ever. 
And Chriſt mentions. Hell in that Chapter, Ver, 22, 


or 
ou 


29, 30. but there is no Word of Purgatory here, 
any where in Scripture ; and therefore, pray try if. y 
can prove it from Reaſon, fince God's Word is not for 


Pop. 


——d - — 


42 The Planfible Arguments of a 
Pop. Is there not great difference between ſome 
| Sins and others; and 4 Cod be a righteous Fulge, he 
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will make different Puniſbments, ſo that it is ve 
reaſonable to believe, that venial Sins ſhall only be 


James. . 
the Infiniteneſs of the Majeſty offended, all Sin, even 
the leaſt, deſerves Damnation as its juſt Wages, the 
wages of ſin is death, Rom. vi. 23. and the leaſt Sin 
e of may prove mortal, becauſe it is not ſo 
much {now utider the Goſpel) the Sin, as the final 


Impenitence which damns Men; and he that will not 


repent, ſhews he would eternally fin; ſo that whatever 
the Inſtance be, he deferves eternal Damnation: But 
alas! He who 2 not fully while he lives, is never 
vilty of theſe leſſer Sins only, ſuch Perfons are always 
quilt of greater Sins, which merit eternal Flames. 
nd that place of St. ohn, on which you ground your 


Pop. But it is not ſaid, that nothing which is un- 


- 


clean ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: There 
ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, 
Rev. xxi. 27. Wherefore Reaſon reacherh, that they 
2h are deſiled wirh any Sins, even thoſe that are 
venial, miſt be purgea ere they can come into the 
1 omg P ee” 
Prot. Surely poor Catholics are hardly uſed, to pay 
fo much Money; and endure ſo many 1 on 
tence of purging away their Venial Sins; and yet 
8 all che Faflings Whippings, and Pilgri 
their Abſolutions, Holy Water, Alnis, and Extreme 


+ 31.0 with temporary Fire, not with eternal 
Prot. If we confider the Holineſs of the Law, or 


Diſtinction of Mortal and Venial Sin, ſpeaks of the 
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Romiſh Prieſt, Anſewer'd. 43 
Unction, fill they ate to endure a Torment as grievous, 
though not as long, as Hell Fire, for theſe light Tranſ- 
gteſſions: Befides, we cannot imagine how Fire can 
purge a Soul unbodied, nor why Purgatory ſhould be 


needful to cleanſe us from ſome Sins, when Scripture 


declares, T he blood 8 cleanſeth us from all ſin, 
1 John i. 7. Or how Men who are to be ſaved by Chriſt 
ſhould be condemned to Purgatory, when Sr. Pant 
ſaith, There is no Condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Feftis, Rom. viii. 1. Tis evident, it hugely 
derogates from God's Mercy and Chriſt's Merits, to 


teach Men, That after all God's Promiſes fo juſtiſy us 
freely by his grace, Rom. iii. 24. and after Chriſt's 


againſt us, Coloſſ. ij. 14. they muſt fill ſmart ſo long 
and fo ſeverely, and ate left to pay ſo great a part of it 
themſelves. 1 F | 
Pop. You are miſtaken ugain, for wwe hold, that 
becauſe of the Communion of Saints, one Man may 


12 0 out rhe hana-writing of ordinances that was 


ſatisfy for another, and that the Alms and Prayers 


of the Living, and eſpecially of Holy Friars and 


Purgatory. _ | 
1 You may hold what you pleaſe, but Scripture 
tells us, Every man ball bear his own burden, Gal. 


Nuus, will avail, for the delivering the Dead ont of 


vi. 5. and, that no man can redeem his brother, nor 


make agreement to Goa for him, becauſe it coſt more 
to redeem their ſouls, 0 that he * let that alone 
for ever, Pſal. xlix. 5, 8. And that all the good Works 
of the beſt Men are little enough for themſelves, Marr. 
xxv. 8, 9. Aud the fooliſh (Virgins) ſaid unto the 
wiſe, Give us of your oil, for bur lamps are gone ont. 
But the wiſe anſwered, ſaying, Not ſo; leſt there be 


not enough for ns an you. So that we wonder the 
wiſer Lay-men will be deluded by a Doctrine which is 


ſo ill proved, and tends ſo apparently to make the 
People put off their Repentance till their Death, anfl 
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a4 44. The Planfeble Arguments of a 


to give the Monks an opportunity to draw Legacies 
from the dying, and large Gifts from their living Friends, 


42 


that is, to make the Laity wicked, and the Clergy. 
rich, and to hazard the Salvation of both. : 


are. more pure and. prevalent than thoſe of your, 
Clergy, becauſe they are under thoſe three Holy Vous 


and an Aggra vation of the Sin, when they are beaker, 
Ft 
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caſt out devils. 


Romiſh Prieſt, Anſevor d. I 


Wie - Nor was he himſelf under any Vow, but was 
ee to marry if he had pleaſed, 1 Cor. ix. 5. Have 
awe" not power to lend about à ſiſter, à wife, aswwell 
as other apoſtles? And he allows a Biſhop to be the 
Husband of one Wife, 1 T 772. iii. 2. A biſhop mnſt be 


the hits band of one wife: and" ſuppoſes Deacons then 


had Wives, Ver. 11. Their wives muſt be grave: 
Nor doth he count Marriage Impurity in any, but 


affirms, It is honourable in all, and the be4'untefilet, 


Heb. xiii. 4. He excepts not the Clergy, ſo that we 
doubt not our married Clergy's Prayers, who li ve 10 
berly, according to God's Ordinance, are more pur 

and prevalent than yours, moſt of which live in Perjury, 
burning Defires, and Fornication. Ane wum 
Pop. But your Prieſts have not power hy their 
Prayers to caſt out Evil Spirits, as ours have; which. 
edo, that Ours, not Tours, are the true Sncc?ffors 
F rhe Apoſtles, to'whom Chriſt gave power over d. 


0 


clean Spirits, Mark xvi. 17, In my name ſhall they 


Prot. Chriſt gave his Apoſtles power them to drink 
Poiſon, and take up Serpents without harm, as alſo 
afterwards to ſpeak with Tongues, heal the ſick by a 
Touch, and raiſe the dead; yet your Prieſts dare not 
— to any of theſe Miracles, which are all ceaſed 
ong ſince, only they keep up the Pretence to caſt out 
Evil Spirits, becauſe that is more eaſily counterfeited 
than any of thè reſt; And if this alone would ſerve, 


ie likely Conjurers might prove themſelves the Apo 


tles Succeſſots, as well as your Prieſts; for they can 
caſt out Evil Spirits better than the Romiſo Prieſts; 
who, as may be noted, do caſt the Devil as often 
out of the ſame Party in divers Places, as there is oeca- 

ſion to make a Profelyte, or Work upon the Superſti- 

tious. Now this muſt be done either by Compact 
with the Devil, or the Party pretended to be poſſeſſed, 


and 
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46 The Plauſible Arguments of a 
and either way it is little to their Honour. Befides, 1 


cure thoſe whom theſe Prieſts prete 


have known a good Phyſician, by natural Means, 
ode were poſſeſed, 
which ſhews they often caſt the Devil out when he was 


never in. | 


Pop. Well, I cannot but pity your Okſtinacy, aud 
pray for you; who Twilfully ſpurt your. Eyes againſt 
rhe plaineſt Arguments for Catholic Truth. 
Prot. There is mare Reaſon for me to pity and 


= for you, who in all theſe points do contradict 


oly Scripture, which cannot deceive us, and believe 


falſe and feigned Traditions, invented by deſigning 


Men for evil Ends; and for my part, I count it a wiſe 
Reſolution, and. no Obſtinacy, to give credit to God 
rather than Men. PRE ren, mT 

Pop. You flatter. your ſelf with Scripture taken in 


your own ſenſe, but you did own the Catholic Church 


was the beſt Interpreter of Scripture , aud I aſſure 
you the 5 Faates, 200 in . have delivered 
4own ro us the Senſe of the Catholic Church, agree 
exattly with us in all theſe Opinions ana Practices 
Which you Proteſtants rejebt ; ang can you think all 


Theſe holy Ancient Doctors were. deceived, aud 


that a few obſcure Modern Reformers are in the 
right ? e es 4 of 
Prot. Truly, I have but little ſkill in theſe Writ- 


ings of the Fathers; but I have dare. our Clergy 


(who are as well read in them as any of you) declare, 
That all theſe Fathers condemn your Opinions, as 
much as Holy Scripture doth; and that the auch 
and Practices were late Inventions of your Church, 
and were ſet up in Times of Ignorance and Super- 

ſtition, meerly to gain Power and Wealtb by them: 
And though I am not able to make this out, I Nur 
you whenever you pleaſe, to bring ane of our Church 


* 


men, that ſhall prove what IL ſay. Ia the mean time, 


Sed 
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Romiſh Prieſt, Anſwer'd. 47 
becauſe the Scripture was before the Fathers, I am 
well ſatisfied that mine is the oldeſt and the beſt Reli- 
gion, and am reſolved therefore, by God's Grace, 
never to forſake it ; and if you lov'd your own Soul 
above your worldly Intereſt, you would embrace it 
alſo; which I heartily pray you may, and { bid you 
Farewel. | 


F 


